Preschool thru 4" Grade Devotion pg.1of1

(Preschool teachers need to have visuals like drink and food items.)
Ask the Preschool children to “listen to you.”

e When we’re hungry, food refreshes us. (pretend to take a bite of food)
e Repeat with their help.

e When we’re thirsty, water refreshes us. (pretend to drink)

e Repeat with their help.

e When we’re tired, sleep refreshes us. (pretend to go to sleep)

e Repeat with their help.

For older children...have them try to fill in the blanks.

e When we’re hungry refreshes us.
e When we’re thirsty refreshes us.
e When we’re tired refreshes us.

(Ask if they can come with other sentences using the word “refresh.”

Say: In God’s word it says, “A generous man will pypsper, he who refreshes
ot hers wil|l hi Pewrbs11:2be refreshed. ”

This verse is telling us that if we help the poor and needy, God will make sure that
we are taken care of too. Here is an example to show you what | mean by this.

Pretend that you have a penny in your pocket. Now | want you to give this penny
to the poor and needy. (Each of them will pretend to put the penny in the basket
or jar you provide.) God saw what you did and you know what? He wants to give
you “two pennies” back! He’s “refreshing you!” Count (1,2) into every child’s
hand and tell them to put these coins in their pocket. (For older children, pretend
to use dollars)

God promises to refresh us, when we refresh and help others. (Ask the older
children to help you fill in the blanks... A man will prosper, he
who refreshes others will himself be

L et ' sThgmkyauYsod for giving us all that we need, especially your son,
Jesus. Fill us up daily with your spirit that we might be refreshed and help others
in need. In Jesus name we pray. Amen
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Preschool-5" Grade Devotion pg. 1 of 2

Children around the world often have
bad things happen to them at a very
young age. What do you think
happened to this boy in the picture? He
lost his leg in the 2010 earthquake in
Haiti. Children like this little boy, might
have even lost their mom or dad.

There is a verse in the Bible that says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths
straight.” (Proverbs 3:5)

This verse is telling us that when bad things happen...God wants us to “lean on Him.” This
means to put our faith and trust in Him that he’ll help us.

Let’s pretend that we too had something bad happen to us.

e Have the children stand up in pairs. One child in each pair will be hurt and should use
their hand to hold up one leg by the ankle. This should throw them off balance. Now
tell their partner to let their hurt buddylean on them.

e Does “leaning on your partner” help you stand?

Say: We can’t understand why bad things happen, but when they do, God says to trust and lean on Him
for strength.
e Have children “switch roles.”
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Say: That’s what many children like this little boy are doing. They are putting their trust in God and his
promises. Children in Haiti are saying, “This has been a year of hurt and pain. But we will celebrate
lifel”

e Have everyone sit down.

Say: These children have learned to lean on Godvhen they can’t stand on their own. They are not sad,
but happy, that Jesus has saved them! Their joy comes from knowing God’s promises! How are we alot
like them?

e Godis “our heavenly Father.”

e We lean on Jesus. We depend on Jesus.

e Jesus gives us the joy that we have.

e We trustin Jesus.

Ask: How can we be the hands and feet of Jesus to help these children know that Jesus is right there
with them?

e By sharing the extra money that God has given to us.
e By praying for these children and their families.
e By helping build and support orphanages for children like this boy.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, we thank you for letting us lean on you for strength. Help us to trust your promises
and reach out to our brothers and sisters in Haiti. May you build up our faith, as we watch and see the
many miracles that you are performing there. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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K thru 2" Grade Hearts for Haiti Devotion pg. 1 of 3
e need building blocks for part 1
e an outline of an orphanage on a large piece of paper for part 6(optional)

a dollar for each child and an offering basket part 6(optional)

=

Usingsome bl ocks, ask the children to build
accomplished this task, ask the children to sit around their houses quietly.

2. Ask: What are some things that you keep safe in your house? (toys, furniture, food,
clothesé)

3. Wha parts of a hOUS@Ip you protect your things from rain and bad storms?

e Roof

e Strong walls

e Windows and shutters

4. Let 6s pretend that you | ost your house and

(earthquake) caused your house to fall down.ydllr toys, furniture, food, and clothes
were buried under your house. Mom, dad, or maybe even you were hurt when it fell
down.
Question:How would you feel?

e Yes, sometimes these bad things happen, and they make us feel very sad.

5. There is an island countcalled Haiti where this really happened. (Use a map to show
its location.) The earth shook and shook. Many, many buildings like your house and
school fell down. Many people were hurt and killed. These people lost almost
everything. Howdoyouthink hey f el t ? (sadé) Yes, we ¢CO
sad that their hearts were broken. But Jesus has promised to do something for these
brokenhearted people.

In Psalm 147:3 Jesus says,| 0 | | heal the b
f

okenhearted a
wounds .(substitute fAouchi eso r t

r n
o] wounds so h
6. Did you know that we are Jesusb6s helpers?

If all of us give a little, we can help others in a very BIG WAY! Our school is helping

the children in Haiti to fix up an orphanage. It tala@s of money to do this, but if all of

the Lutheran schools work together, we can dolftyqu give each child a dollar, have

them one by one put it into the offering b
total.)

Show the outline of an orphana@piilding) on a large piece of paper. Throughout the

day, you will glue on pieces of construction paper. This will help remind us that we are <}

helping to build a new orphanage in Haiti. E-;o
(=W
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Let 6 s [Fhamkyau Jesus for bringing healing to all the hurting people

in this world, especially the children in Haiti. Help us to pray for them often
and share all that we can with them because they are our brothers and sisters
in Christ. Amen

. Below is a coloring activity that teachers can use also.

As the children are working, ask them to help you sing the songs below:

Hedbs got the whole world in His hand
Vs 2 Heds got the children i n Hait.i
Vs 3 yoHamdbnsbr ot her, in His handsé y O
Vs 4 Heds got the whole world i n Hi

This Little Light of Mine

This Ilittle Iight of mine, ] 6m gonna
This Ilittle Iight of mine, ] 6m gonna
This little lightof m n e | 6m gonna | et it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

Vs 2 Hide it under a bushel? No!

Vs 3 Dondot | et Satan blow it out
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http://www.first-school.ws/t/coloring-pages/home/construction-house.html
http://www.first-school.ws/t/coloring-pages/home/construction-house.html

Hearts for Haiti “Faith” devotion for 3rd Grade thru High School pg.1of 2

With the Broken, the Brokenhearted, and the Faithful
Dan Wolley, an American who had been trapped by the earthquake in Haiti, but survived, takes a trip
back to see how life has changed there. (Posted January 12, 2011 by Dan Woolley in Updates)
(http://haiti.compassion.com/category/updates/)

This is what he wrote: | spent a few hours listening to testimonies of Compassion-sponsored
children, teens, and staff who had suffered injuries and lost parents. | heard stories of children who
were trapped and despairing of rescue. Stories of teens watching their siblings and parents die. |
met a three-year-old who, as a twenty-four-month-old toddler, had his arm crushed by a wall and
then amputated.

They were hard stories to hear. Some brought back memories of my own tough experience in the
earthquake. Most reminded me how minor my suffering was compared with the suffering of these
people.

But there were messages of hope as well. With every story, Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ
talked of God’s place with them in suffering. They said, “If you are alive today because of God, don’t
give up. He has a plan for you.” Some of the people went on to say, “This has been my year of
suffering, but God knows. God knows. Suffering is just part of the package.” And others said, “Today
we celebrate life! Take a deep breath. How does it feel? It feels good, doesn’t it? We're still alive,
and that is worth celebrating. Thanks be to God, and hallelujah for Haiti!” And finally they said, “The
Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Haiti will not perish.”

A young Haitian man sang a song. But before he did, he said these words to the audience, “I lost my
mother. She was all to me.” Then he sang a beautiful, all-heart rendition of “Hallelujah, | Have
Jesus.” Dan Woolley sensed the love, hope, and faith of this man and his people. Faith in Jesus was
not a casual experience for him, it was his every breath

Hope for our friends in Haiti doesn’t mean pretending the hard stuff isn’t happening. Hope for
Haitians comes from the true, trigi e st ed f ai t h ..anexpEctatibh that gpmedlapi s e s
their suffering will end.

Do you want a faith like that? | know | do. We could learn a lot from our Haitian brothers and
sisters. Let’s read two promises from God’s Word:

Jeremiah29:11“For | know the plans | have for you,” de
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a f
Psalm 147:3 Jesussays,“ | " | | heal the brokenhearted and put F

(N
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&
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Question: How are the Christian people in Haiti demonstrating their faith and trust in God?
They are praising God for life in spite of their sufferings.

Question: How can their actions “inspire us?”
We see their faith in action, and this in turn can increase our faith that “God is with us” in our
sufferings.

Let’s pray:

Dear Heavenly Father,

We praise you for our brothers and sisters in Christ who are “building us up in our faith-walk with
you.” Please Father, continue to bless them with our gifts, and may their actions inspire us when we
are feeling discouraged. In Jesus holy name we pray. Amen.
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4" Grade through High School devotion for Hearts for Haiti pg. 1 of2

l. Today web6re going to |l ook at a word that
hopeless

What do you think this word means?
Definitions for hopeless:

Unable to manage
Dependent
Disability
Weakness

What might be some reasonsomeone feels hopess?

Earthqiakes

Hurricanes

Tornadoes

Famine

Loss of family members
Loss of health

Loss of job

(Let the children shargp
. Wh at does Godbdéds Word teach us about t he s

Psalm 34:18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit.

Psalm 147:3 He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
[I. What does Gododés Word say that we shoul d ¢

Isaiah 61:1-3

! The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoffers,
’to proclaim the year of the LORD6s favor
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61:1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18845a

and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
% and provide for those who grieve in Zibn
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning, Pg.2of 2
and a garment of praise
instead of a spiriof despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.

V.

These verses tell us some ways we can hel
(proclaimgood newso to the qmrovide fordchodeamot t hos
grieve)

Closing prayer. Lord, help us to see the needs of those who feel hopeless.

Empower us to bring the good news of Christ to them that they may have hope.

Help us to see them as our brothers and sisters in Christ andove us to help

them in every way. I n JesusO name we pra

Page 1 O



Hearts for Haiti devotion for 4" Grade through High School pg. 1 of 2

From 2 Chronicles 32 (Skit: Assign these parts: Narrator, King Hezekiah, King of Assyria)

Narrator: Hezekiah was a king in Judah who reigned for 29 years. During his reign, he was very
obedient to God, seeking Him daily and working wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.

During Hezekiah’s reign, the neighboring king of Assyria came and invaded Jerusalem with a
very large army.

King Hezekiah: As you know, we are in grave danger. The Assyrian army is at our doorstep.

Narrator: He consulted with his officials and military staff about blocking off the water from
the springs outside the city. A large force of men assembled, and they blocked all the springs
and the stream that flowed through the land.

King Hezekiah: Why should the king of Assyria come and find plenty of water? Let’s also repair
all the broken sections of wall, and make more weapons and shields.

Narrator: Then the King appointed military officers over the people and assembled them
before him in the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words:

King Hezekiah: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged
because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him. With him is only the
arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles”

Narrator: And the people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said.

King of Assyria: Do you not know what | and my fathers have done to all the peoples of the
other lands? Were the gods of those nations ever able to deliver their land from my hand?
Now, do not let Hezekiah deceive you and mislead you like this. Do not believe him, for no god
of any nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my hand. How much less will
your god deliver you from my hand!

Narrator: Soon after these words were spoken, the Lord God sent an angel, who annihilated
(destroyed) all the fighting men and the leaders and officers in the camp of the Assyrian king.

In disgrace, the King of Assyria withdrew to his own land. The Lord God had delivered Hezekiah
and his people from the hand of the Assyrians.
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Say: Many times in life we feel discouraged from very overwhelming events like war,
earthquakes, hurricanes, terrorist attacks, and especially loss of your health or your job. | t
easy to forget *“God is with us.”

S

Question: How did King Hezekiah encourage his people?
e He told them that the arm of Godwill fight their battle.
e He told them that the Lord their God was stronger than any vast army.

Question: What was the result of King Hezekiah’s faith in God?
e The angel of the Lord fought and won the battle for them!
e The faith of his people was strengthened.

Say: Many people in our world today are very discouraged. We can be like King Hezekiah and
encourage them.

Question: How can we encourage them with words?
e | will pray for you!
e Tell them the story of King Hezekiah and how “the arm of God” is with all who believe
in His power and strength.
e Witness a time that God delivered you.
e Invite them to church to be strengthened and refreshed.

Question: How can we encourage others (including the people in Haiti) with actions?
e Share some of the money that God has blessed us with.
e Bring them a bag of groceries or dinner one night.
e Send a card, letting them know you are praying for their deliverance.
e Call and “checkup” on them. You should “expect” to hear how God has answered your
prayer!

Let’s pray:

Dear Father,

Help us to “encourage” our friends. In Haiti, may the children and their families feel that “God
is with them” through our gifts. May all people come to know your great mercy and power that

comes through the loving message and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Help all of us to put our faith
and trust in Him. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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