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Imitators of Christ
(preparation: 5 signs with words below)
Scripture:

Hebrews 13: 7 “Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.”

Psalm 82:3-4 “defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and
oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

Leader: Call up 5 volunteers. Ask the children to imitate or “copy” your motions. (put your
hand on your head, walk around in a circle, jump up and down...)

Leader: God tells us that He wants us to imitate Jesus. Here are some things that Jesus did and
still does for us. (Hand one sign to each of the children you’ve called up and have them hold
these signs.)

The leader will read each sign below then ask after reading each one: “What does Jesus want
us to do?”

1* sign: Jesus taught others about God and His promises. (Jesus wants us to teach
others about God and his promises, providing Bibles and other materials for learning.)

2" sign: Jesus fed the five thousand. (Jesus wants us to help feed people who are
hungry.)

3" sign: Jesus healed the ten lepers. (Jesus wants us to help those who need “healing” by
providing medicine, doctors, hospitals... for those who can’t afford it.)

4™ sign: Jesus loves everyone, no matter who they are. (Jesus wants us to love
everyone, no matter who they are.)

5" Sign: Jesus became a servant to others so that they can see His Heavenly
Father’s love. (Jesus wants us to serve others so they also will see God’s love.)
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When we imitate Jesus, we are pleasing God! Not only will these actions bring us great joy, but
joy to those whom we serve. Think about the nation of Haiti. Its people and children are still
suffering greatly after the 2010 earthquake. When a Haitian family doesn’t have enough food
to go around, the parents must decide to send a child away—so that his or her brothers and
sisters won’t starve. These poor children are abandoned to fight for survival. How can we help
them? Well, right now we are collecting money to help build an orphanage there for children
like this. Last year, through our offerings for Hearts for Haiti, we purchased a bus to help
deliver medicine to the children and their families. Now, we are helping to build an orphanage
in the town of “Poto.” The orphanage will be able to take care of forty children. The children
will have a bed to sleep in, food every day, and most importantly, they’ll hear the message that
Jesus loves them.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, help us to open our eyes to the needs of others. Help us to
defend the cause of the weak and fatherless, the poor and homeless. Thank you for blessing us
in so many ways. May our offerings this month rescue many children and give them the hope
and assurance of eternal life with Jesus, our Savior. Amen.

Song suggestions: Make Me a Servant #174 (in “All God’s People Sing” songbook)
A Time to Serve #53
Light One Candle #163
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Scripture: 2 Cor. 9:10; Gal. 6:9; Gal. 6:2; Rom. 12:12

Cast: (1 Narrator and 6 children: 3 wearing “heavy backpacks” and 3 carrying battery operated

candles.)

Skit:

Narrator: Children and their families from Haiti are still suffering from recent hurricanes and
the 2010 earthquake that destroyed their homes, schools, and their livelihoods. Many children
lost one or both of their parents. Many were disabled when the buildings came down on them.
To make things worse, they had a bad cholera outbreak. Many became sick and died from this
disease leaving many children orphans.

(Four children wearing heavy backpacks enter and come to the front of the chapel. They act
exhausted as they plop down on the floor.

1* child: “I can’t take it anymore.”

2" child: It’s hopeless—I don’t have the strength to go on. Jesus, please send someone to help
us!

Narrator: God’s word tells us in Galatians 6:2, “Carry each others’ burdens, and in this way you
will fulfill the law of Christ.

(Four children carrying candles come to the children sitting on the floor. )
1* candle child: “Can we help you?”
Children on the floor: Yes, please help us!

Narrator: In Matt. 5:16 it says, “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good
deeds and praise your father in heaven.”

(The “children of light” take their candles and place them in front of the sitting children. Then
the children of light motion that they would like to take the sitting children’s backpacks. The
children of light put on the backpacks. The sitting children pick up the candles and all of the
children happily stand united together.)

One of the children will announce: Let us sing “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love.”
(#237 All God'’s People Sing)
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One of the children will pray after the song: “Thank you Lord Jesus for the blessings in our lives
and the abundance You have graciously given us. Help us to share our blessings with those less
fortunate like the people in Haiti. May we reach out to them in love by carrying each others
burdens and bringing the saving light of Jesus to those who have no hope. Give us a spirit of

generosity and deliver the people of Haiti with our gifts of love and hope. Amen.
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Songs for older audiences: 1) Brothers and Sistersin Christ ( # 78 Al | God’ s Peopl ¢
2) They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love (# 2 3 7 Al | God’ s People Sir
3) The Love Round (arranged by Charles High)

Songs for younger children: 1) Jesus Loves the Little Children (by George F. FootR) He’s
Got the Whole World inHisHands ( # 1 17 Al | G o d3) This iPMycCarimendnSnit n g )
(by Marvin V. Frey)

Skit: Props: six pack of bottled water, 3-4 cans of canned food, a large loaf of bread, a blanket,
(possibly some clothes and shoes), a medical Kit, a cross, and a basket.

Cast: Narrator and two children: one dressed well, the other with old, possibly torn clothes.
(Recommend 3rd Grade or higher)

Setting: The first child is sitting on a stool with prop items listed above surrounding him. The
second child is sitting on a stool, but has nothing around him. The Narrator begins...

Narrator:

Two children,

In two very different places,

But having the very same needs,

Clean water, food, medicine, shelter from storms,
People to love and care for them when they are sick,
And a Savior.

First Child: (looking sad andalling to their kneesn despaij It’s hopeless!

( The second child | ooks over and puts h
He putsthewater, food, medical kithe blanketclothes and shoes, medical kit,

and the cross into the basket. Therchgies it over to the first child and places it

in front of him.)

Second ChildHere brother, I give you hope.
(The first child looks thragh the things in the basketethhelooks at the second
child with curiosity)

First Child: Why did you do this?

Secod Child Jesus said, “Love one another as | have loved you.”

First Child:(The first childpicks up the cross and smiles)Thank you brother!
(He picks wup t he dfheaword“desus” anthidback.al ks away.







